The "stub" operation--modification of the Furnas and Vilkki technique in traumatic and congenital carpal hand reconstruction.
A technique is described for reconstruction of a pincer, by a second toe transfer, in traumatic and congenital deformities, leaving only the wrist. An anterior transfer on the radius allows the wrist mobility to compensate for the limited range of mobility of the second toe. Proximal situation of the toe gives the possibility of having plenty of tendons to balance the transfer. From 1987 to 1992, 8 such operations were performed, 2 in traumatic amputations and 6 in cases of congenital anomalies. The mean age of the congenital patients was 13 months (range, 11 to 21 months) and the 2 traumatic patients were 17 and 20 years of age. In one of the traumatic cases, a sensibility of 11 mm was obtained at 22 months and the wrist mobility in flexion was 55 degrees. The overall mobility of the toe was 35 degrees. In the second traumatic case, the two-point discrimination was 11 mm on the second toe and 10 mm on the great toe pulp. The wrist mobility remains limited (around 20 degrees) but distant contact is possible. In most of the congenital patients the mean mobility reached an average of 40 degrees at the toe level whereas the wrist mobility was an average of 52 degrees, an improvement over peroperative values. In all the 8 patients, the epiphyses remain open.